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Dear PPS members:
On-line signup and renewal is now available for the year 2010 for PPS members!  Once you renew, you will have access to the PPS digital archives including archived PPS biennial meeting handouts and email and mailing information for other members.  I encourage all members who have not renewed to do so by this means.   Yearly dues are an important source of funding to maintain and enhance the PPS.
The 2011 PPS biennial meeting will be held August 18-20, 2011 at Memorial Sloan Kettering  Cancer Center.  Thanks to the other program directors who include Elisabeth Brambilla, Tim Allen, Bill Travis, Phil Cagle, Kevin Leslie, Helmut Popper and Mary Beth Beasley for their work in making this possible.  The program is now available for download from the website as a pdf.  I have also included it as an attachment to this email. Many thanks to Phil Cagle and Archives of Pathology for their help in layout and construction of the flyer!    Feel free to forward it to any other colleagues who might have an interest in coming!

Based on your vote last December, it has been approximately one and one half months since the PPS once again became an independent society.  Since that time we, both the members and the council, have accomplished a great deal in enhancing the role of the society and ensuring its viability into the future.  
Under the direction of Kevin Leslie, the PPS has reincorporated in the state of Arizona as a non-profit organization and is in the process of applying with the IRS for status as a 501c3 organization.  Again, under Kevin’s direction, the PPS bylaws have been revised and submitted for vote by the membership (results in soon).    We put up a new PPS website starting in early January to take the place of the one managed by ASIP and have recently upgraded it to enable on-line signup and renewal.  In addition, the website now has password protected areas to include archived content from past PPS biennial meetings as well as information (email, mailing address, phone) on members as a whole.  Members now also have the ability to edit their own profile on-line.  The PPS continues to receive requests for co-sponsorship and endorsement of other scientific meetings.  We are happy to collaborate with these important endeavors.
Under Tim Allen, as program director, the PPS has put together an exciting program on “Molecular Pathology” for the PPS companion meeting at the USCAP.  Moderated by Teri Franks and Phil Cagle, this program will feature presentations by Sanja Dacic – Molecular Update in Mesothelioma, Alain Borczuk – Molecular Support for the Current  Histologic Classification of Lung Carcinom,  and  Lucian Chirieac – The Molecular Diagnosis of Lung Cancer.  For more information please visit http://www.uscap.org.  
Based on decisions the council made last year,  we have omitted a formal PPS dinner or our usual awards at  the USCAP this year.  Nonetheless, given our continuing success we expect  we will be able to reinstate these activities and others in the near future.  

As many of you know we had a budget deficit late last year.  After ongoing negotiations, we were able to eliminate that deficit at the beginning of the year.  Since that time, starting in December, we have started collecting 2010 dues which have been very helpful in facilitating our renewal as in independent society.  By doing much of our work (e.g. webpage design, 501c3 application, etc.) in house, the council has been able to conserve money and we now have a small, but growing, surplus.  We will have more details of this at the upcoming PPS business meeting, March 20, 2010 in Washington, D.C.  
With best regards,

Don

Donald Guinee, Jr., MD (president, PPS)
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